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Dear Frances,

I am writing in response to Frack-Free Wales’ correspondence dated 16 April and the 
subsequent letters I have received from members of the public regarding concerns around
unconventional gas extraction in Wales.  I am writing one letter to you as an organisation in 
line with our usual practice when responding to campaigns; you are welcome to share this 
response with your members.

I want to clarify our position on gas and unconventional gas. Our ‘Energy Wales: A Low 
Carbon Transition’ document recognises the role that gas will have as a key transitional fuel 
as we move to a low carbon energy system. With carbon capture and storage, gas can be a 
vital component of our energy future longer term. 

The Welsh Government position on unconventional gas, including shale gas, is that whilst 
there is a requirement to look at the potential of this type of energy resource, full 
consideration must be given to all the evidence relating to the exploration and potential 
extraction of the resource - in particular the impact on communities and the environment.  

The process of granting UK exploration licences, well consents and field development 
consents for conventional and unconventional gas are matters for consideration by UK 
Government. Any operator proposing to either explore or extract shale gas in Wales will 
also have to obtain the necessary planning permission from the local planning authority. As 
the environmental regulator in Wales, Natural Resources Wales is a statutory consultee in 
the Welsh planning process.

As the gas licensing process is not a devolved matter, we will continue to engage with the 
UK Government and the regulatory bodies to ensure the interests of Wales are fully 
considered and ensure a robust evidence based policy framework is in place for
unconventional gas in Wales. 

Yours sincerely

                              

CARWYN JONES


